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Global Forces and the U.S. Economy
Technology is significantly affecting the United States economy. Business and technology are more interconnected today and cannot be dissociated.  The growth of business today in America is also measured by the growth of tech giants (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2017). Companies like Amazon, Microsoft and Apple conduct their businesses online and contribute a lot of money to the economy. These technologically based companies are also connecting people more than before. The network effects and artificial intelligence-enabled by technology all create suitable business environments in the United States economy. However, technological invasions have reduced retail businesses and have affected traditional advertising strategies. Technology is also changing the health care systems, the manufacturing industries, the finance industries and the education systems where education is offered remotely. The reduction in the number of physical retail stores has led to increased e-commerce activities. E-commerce has made my life easy as I can buy and sell goods at the comfort of my home without having to incur travel costs and rent.
The international treaties like the carbon reduction treaties are also affecting the United States economy. The world is striving to reduce pollution caused by fossil fuels at all costs possible. In respect to these treaties, the United States has cut down its carbon emissions and grown its economy consequently. For instance, between 2005 and 2014, the United States economy grew by 13 percent, the country’s energy-related carbon pollution reduced by over eight percent. The United States is thus increasingly becoming more energy efficient. The country's energy mix is also more cleaner and is less carbon-based than it was ten years ago (Li & Su, 2017). The carbon emissions reduction policies are increasingly fuelling the country’s economic growth. These policies have made me choose a healthy lifestyle where I walk more often than I drive. 
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